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ELECTION RECOMMENDATIONS

Herald endorsement: Florida Senate District 36 |

Opinion

By the Miami Herald Editorial Board

Listen to this article

In Florida Senate District 36, voters have a choice between incumbent Republican

Sen. Ileana Garcia — a priority for her last year was passing legislation to ban

scientifically unproven “chemtrails” — and Democrat George Lavin.

Our choice is Lavin, the outspoken, Miami-born son of Cuban exile parents, who said

he decided to run after becoming frustrated with the state and national political

scene.
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Republican Sen. Ileana Garcia and Democrat George Lavin are both running for Florida Senate District 36. Provided

FOR YOU

1

https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvxYBfohovqQ0vV8bflh9NvNdAchvzs13V5P1ruJwIWXkm8VhswKN6ZAqwMOApHKLe3E0KVnqmHZzI-Le0wOZGFZmZqHyM7VxaF1dd6_cQJ1i2TrQrSgL95eHN-Z_MAsPuVIjUqjugNEU-VnQTAkvWyHw3PrZVc88GOqHv0hMdzfh7mQAXgWPxYEIHp9MqN7Dnnmxr-JCubzbVJECCWdXF3haUMUceEpLwqr4I-HgGUfQfkELypCUwtNl6SJrYCW12kyI17EwzPkDDqHwR2oMqqGFLPNGR8GP1nVyQ9Fg4-XWp87AZUKV_eNGjT9DWriKOpLsKuV09dzZNKqOc7zaoJm7FCko9sXDynKFTpo59GF8ubCvPEJDEvcxRY4kw4KPxEhu0nF5y-YDyIIul7Y6ixLSs3KSKCYemQ65bXmQ5x8ZYJcuKyK83XNFFrFZypUuHr4ADH81MsX3sZyQhQgwsHAbfzXJNs8Q&sai=AMfl-YRlbGWcCWFnUzqHq-Oono4OzUHl27Y5Pl953HoiQEtnwKhY5LpvoEoRVhhZUu8dNQg8RHtirQTZMlIXKQ3d9HGXC6aJa5trhnSjm7im1CWXLvFgdjlT30cVshLZq6L4ERTvupgDPUtAWW_42BFENuAVL3J8fkaUFTarUPEK4tykkIME5fan6HHYR3Dm3dgefYxoOJz-83vpH_hqwxzyKRNFHdvc5G3tVEeK33Bo4Ke-nUOtTgq7HhlOmPDXbRyjZkb_YzELZw0L3tL3i9_bkaf3DYAzdptB9O7m3y7cJVvHSnA4t9kZt755ssHaqmS_VC7e4m794J5uFSoqJSQ6-0gqeRuxArbyIfoKqTZvkI0skST4LtnbjlphieCiAiqkgpZ3zumyy49AVS6VeNNkTebIZfqrqQ&sig=Cg0ArKJSzFZgkeaqWQNP&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://www.miamicityballet.org/tickets-and-events/202627-season/american-rhythms/%3Futm_source%3Dmcclatchy%26utmhttps://www.miamicityballet.org/tickets-and-events/202627-season/american-rhythms/%3Futm_source%3Dmcclatchy%26utm_medium%3Ddigital%26utm_campaign%3D2627%2520season%26utm_term%3D46290%26utm_content%3Damerican%2520rhythms46290%26utm_content%3Damerican%2520rhythms
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvxYBfohovqQ0vV8bflh9NvNdAchvzs13V5P1ruJwIWXkm8VhswKN6ZAqwMOApHKLe3E0KVnqmHZzI-Le0wOZGFZmZqHyM7VxaF1dd6_cQJ1i2TrQrSgL95eHN-Z_MAsPuVIjUqjugNEU-VnQTAkvWyHw3PrZVc88GOqHv0hMdzfh7mQAXgWPxYEIHp9MqN7Dnnmxr-JCubzbVJECCWdXF3haUMUceEpLwqr4I-HgGUfQfkELypCUwtNl6SJrYCW12kyI17EwzPkDDqHwR2oMqqGFLPNGR8GP1nVyQ9Fg4-XWp87AZUKV_eNGjT9DWriKOpLsKuV09dzZNKqOc7zaoJm7FCko9sXDynKFTpo59GF8ubCvPEJDEvcxRY4kw4KPxEhu0nF5y-YDyIIul7Y6ixLSs3KSKCYemQ65bXmQ5x8ZYJcuKyK83XNFFrFZypUuHr4ADH81MsX3sZyQhQgwsHAbfzXJNs8Q&sai=AMfl-YRlbGWcCWFnUzqHq-Oono4OzUHl27Y5Pl953HoiQEtnwKhY5LpvoEoRVhhZUu8dNQg8RHtirQTZMlIXKQ3d9HGXC6aJa5trhnSjm7im1CWXLvFgdjlT30cVshLZq6L4ERTvupgDPUtAWW_42BFENuAVL3J8fkaUFTarUPEK4tykkIME5fan6HHYR3Dm3dgefYxoOJz-83vpH_hqwxzyKRNFHdvc5G3tVEeK33Bo4Ke-nUOtTgq7HhlOmPDXbRyjZkb_YzELZw0L3tL3i9_bkaf3DYAzdptB9O7m3y7cJVvHSnA4t9kZt755ssHaqmS_VC7e4m794J5uFSoqJSQ6-0gqeRuxArbyIfoKqTZvkI0skST4LtnbjlphieCiAiqkgpZ3zumyy49AVS6VeNNkTebIZfqrqQ&sig=Cg0ArKJSzFZgkeaqWQNP&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://www.miamicityballet.org/tickets-and-events/202627-season/american-rhythms/%3Futm_source%3Dmcclatchy%26utmhttps://www.miamicityballet.org/tickets-and-events/202627-season/american-rhythms/%3Futm_source%3Dmcclatchy%26utm_medium%3Ddigital%26utm_campaign%3D2627%2520season%26utm_term%3D46290%26utm_content%3Damerican%2520rhythms46290%26utm_content%3Damerican%2520rhythms
https://www.miamiherald.com/opinion/election-recommendations/


“I’ve been pissed off since 2016, and every year it’s been getting worse,” he told the

Board. “And I feel like if I didn’t step up and nobody else was going to step up, I

needed to — to help fight the injustices that I’m seeing in our system.”

He ran unsuccessfully for West Miami’s city commission earlier this year. Until he

filed for the District 36 seat, the incumbent had been unchallenged.

He lives in West Miami, but he said never sees Garcia, who is supposed to represent

him in the Legislature. “I never see any town halls that she’s conducted. I never see

her on TV. I never really hear her on the radio,” he said.

Garcia, a co-founder of Latinas for Trump, did not meet with the Editorial Board. She

won the seat in 2020 by fewer than 35 votes amid a “ghost candidate” scheme that

led to criminal charges. She was reelected in 2022 by 18 percentage points after the

Legislature’s a once-a-decade redistricting.
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She filed a measure in 2024 that would have set aside $5 million in taxpayer money

to help pay Trump’s legal fees. She later withdrew the bill. She has been more

effective on the issue of boating safety, passing legislation to set stiffer penalties for

boating under the influence.

Lavin, 54, provides a fresh approach. He said, if elected, he would focus strongly on

property insurance, an issue that the Legislature keeps talking about but failing to

actually address beyond insurance litigation reforms in 2022. He also has his eye on

the constitutional amendment going to voters this year to slash property taxes —

“that is going to decimate lots of municipalities.”

Other issues he’s focused on include the state’s big-footing of local regulations

(known as preemption) and the controversial Live Local law, which aims to fix

Florida’s housing shortage by giving builders fast-track administrative approval. He

thinks the law needs to be revised to be more sensitive to local needs.

Overall, he said, “I just think we need to break the 27-year, one-party rule [of

Republicans.] It’s allowed them to cement themselves as a party that doesn’t have to

answer to anybody else.”

The district covers a center-east portion of Miami-Dade including West Miami, parts

of Sweetwater, parts of Miami Beach and Miami and the unincorporated

Fontainebleau and Westchester neighborhoods.

The Herald endorses GEORGE LAVIN for Senate District 36.

Want to see more content like this?

5-Minute Herald

The best of the morning's Miami Herald.

glavin@gmail.com SIGN UP

By submitting, I agree to the Privacy Policy and Terms of Service.

BEHIND THE STORY

MORE

BEHIND THE STORY

https://www.miamiherald.com/news/politics-government/state-politics/article284552275.html
https://www.mcclatchy.com/privacy-policy/
https://www.miamiherald.com/terms-of-service
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsv8tvdgiEodZQVBuVM5UQUPZ-Cs2lvILrl3wzIpsafMPrFoYh2RbxVV3LqkYdqxebmKpyxyryKe2oDxopmD7OadcrFOmiqhSBxbLlsJMb1qgLYmq7yXeuLUiIIuZvWfP6fai9bQo4dHwfFGJwcI_d73_h_OL7SJ4J77GZ573f3x-e6li-d0V4kSmizRhf-RF_Q7_z2PQKGIjVI04CT-BoFZJ2zjKE2KCZH0O1Y5szadMKxvqgi2YWRBwM2ibFKfLRDImBtkDT2jBmhahlp5ioEH9GWnycXP6tEwutSeg_JiKY235ugOk7RkU2Q1GSCpDI7kbl0GsO7T9rgIqV9DoqBAnA-LGMQ4vTnmRLMB-AoSg16gLG_c54K8Vq1CyOK5pmfpJjMhKimsuT4iDD9CR9QCXIs4CZHny1l7intk-EUmDWY8QRFVhWOTrgaHQ0QFnamC6oPYE3acAbHld5e89PrEIK-QFUt1gA&sai=AMfl-YTIG0ZWIglcw9Qt_T_BldQzOj9-gOl9qKFPp2SzFi2beQ2ITdGLKbfE4K-iRhxQRaN1nz8v8QVsOJRZGP6ASty1a50IlHeKDbMbgQR20zpUxgkjBWBzW89FB000UM0lYKQ6GYCQmm7MQaM0WdUSdlETTNRym-eoUFT8_UBEA0k9WHZ2iMWfCwM0B3-UyrKc1_isKaX_mKkBLdFm-mSlCzzICnuTD1oTkRMDYIf6CmIoBqrtDYOcD7paaI__o9A5T9MRnUcZIs5ytHZSsJZ6LwEGoAIln9ao0eqaiXQqHNYJEj6bfcaONkEqLhQJ9ppII7rojDUqgznfeorYGq6W7jeaqnhCCuSaohMQpXMFxDRIx_RxIIwXpoG-Xhe5U_2p7S58_M6HqmVBSsLEqNozDCUlSwsWSdc&sig=Cg0ArKJSzMK9f7YJVp6o&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://stacksbowers.com/sell-consign/miami-gallery/%3Futm_source%3Dmcc%26utm_medium%3Dmcclatchydisplay
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsv8tvdgiEodZQVBuVM5UQUPZ-Cs2lvILrl3wzIpsafMPrFoYh2RbxVV3LqkYdqxebmKpyxyryKe2oDxopmD7OadcrFOmiqhSBxbLlsJMb1qgLYmq7yXeuLUiIIuZvWfP6fai9bQo4dHwfFGJwcI_d73_h_OL7SJ4J77GZ573f3x-e6li-d0V4kSmizRhf-RF_Q7_z2PQKGIjVI04CT-BoFZJ2zjKE2KCZH0O1Y5szadMKxvqgi2YWRBwM2ibFKfLRDImBtkDT2jBmhahlp5ioEH9GWnycXP6tEwutSeg_JiKY235ugOk7RkU2Q1GSCpDI7kbl0GsO7T9rgIqV9DoqBAnA-LGMQ4vTnmRLMB-AoSg16gLG_c54K8Vq1CyOK5pmfpJjMhKimsuT4iDD9CR9QCXIs4CZHny1l7intk-EUmDWY8QRFVhWOTrgaHQ0QFnamC6oPYE3acAbHld5e89PrEIK-QFUt1gA&sai=AMfl-YTIG0ZWIglcw9Qt_T_BldQzOj9-gOl9qKFPp2SzFi2beQ2ITdGLKbfE4K-iRhxQRaN1nz8v8QVsOJRZGP6ASty1a50IlHeKDbMbgQR20zpUxgkjBWBzW89FB000UM0lYKQ6GYCQmm7MQaM0WdUSdlETTNRym-eoUFT8_UBEA0k9WHZ2iMWfCwM0B3-UyrKc1_isKaX_mKkBLdFm-mSlCzzICnuTD1oTkRMDYIf6CmIoBqrtDYOcD7paaI__o9A5T9MRnUcZIs5ytHZSsJZ6LwEGoAIln9ao0eqaiXQqHNYJEj6bfcaONkEqLhQJ9ppII7rojDUqgznfeorYGq6W7jeaqnhCCuSaohMQpXMFxDRIx_RxIIwXpoG-Xhe5U_2p7S58_M6HqmVBSsLEqNozDCUlSwsWSdc&sig=Cg0ArKJSzMK9f7YJVp6o&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://stacksbowers.com/sell-consign/miami-gallery/%3Futm_source%3Dmcc%26utm_medium%3Dmcclatchydisplay
https://www.miamiherald.com/
https://www.miamiherald.com/


Part of the McClatchy Media Network

ABOUT

About Us

Site Map

Contact Us

Archives

Connect with us:

SUBSCRIPTIONS

Customer Service

Start a Subscription

Cancel a Subscription

Make a Payment

ADVERTISING

McClatchy Advertising

Place an Ad

Place a Classified Ad

Place an Ad - Celebrations

Place an Obituary

Staffing Solutions

Political | Advocacy Advertising

EXPLORE

Read Today's Edition

Mobile Apps

MORE

Join the Conversation SIGN OUT

Your comments will appear under the nickname User 96c6920. If you'd like to update your nickname, click

here.

FOLLOW

Conversations are opinions of our readers and are subject to the Community Guidelines.

 Start the conversation

ACTIVE CONVERSATIONS

Fact Check: Where candidates
Ashley Moody and Angie Nixon…

27

Miami-Dade Democrats call for
Elections Supervisor to recuse…

7

Powered by

Start the conversation, User 96c6920U9U9

ALL COMMENTS NEWEST

https://www.mcclatchy.com/our-impact/markets/miami-herald/#navlink=mi_footer
https://www.miamiherald.com/site-map/#navlink=mi_footer
https://www.miamiherald.com/customer-service#navlink=mi_footer
https://www.tkqlhce.com/click-100009310-11570746?url=http://miamiherald.newspapers.com/?xid=3112#navlink=mi_footer
https://www.facebook.com/miamiherald
https://x.com/miamiherald
https://www.youtube.com/miamiherald
https://www.instagram.com/miamiherald/
https://www.tiktok.com/@miamiherald
https://www.miamiherald.com/customer-service#navlink=mi_footer
https://www.miamiherald.com/subscribe#navlink=mi_footer
https://miamioffer.com/st/lookup#navlink=mi_footer
https://myaccount.miamiherald.com/mia_mh/home#navlink=mi_footer
https://www.winwithmcclatchy.com/advertising-options#navlink=mi_footer
https://www.winwithmcclatchy.com/advertising-options#navlink=mi_footer
https://placeclassifieds.mcclatchy.com/classifieds/miami/index.html#navlink=mi_footer
https://placecelebration.mcclatchy.com/celebrations/miami/index.html#navlink=mi_footer
https://herald.obituaries.com/#navlink=mi_footer
https://hiring.mcclatchy.com/recruitmentproducts#navlink=mi_footer
https://www.winwithmcclatchy.com/industry/political-advocacy#navlink=mi_footer
https://www.miamiherald.com/e-edition/today/#navlink=mi_footer
https://www.miamiherald.com/mobile/#navlink=mi_footer
https://www.miamiherald.com/newsletters#navlink=mi_footer
https://www.miamiherald.com/community-guidelines/
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/politics-government/state-politics/article317384474.html?__vfz=medium%3Dconversations_top_pages
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/politics-government/state-politics/article317384474.html?__vfz=medium%3Dconversations_top_pages
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/politics-government/state-politics/article317384474.html?__vfz=medium%3Dconversations_top_pages
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/politics-government/state-politics/article317384474.html?__vfz=medium%3Dconversations_top_pages
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/politics-government/state-politics/article317384474.html?__vfz=medium%3Dconversations_top_pages
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/politics-government/state-politics/article317384474.html?__vfz=medium%3Dconversations_top_pages
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/politics-government/state-politics/article317384474.html?__vfz=medium%3Dconversations_top_pages
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/politics-government/state-politics/article317384474.html?__vfz=medium%3Dconversations_top_pages
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/politics-government/election/article317463586.html?__vfz=medium%3Dconversations_top_pages
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/politics-government/election/article317463586.html?__vfz=medium%3Dconversations_top_pages
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/politics-government/election/article317463586.html?__vfz=medium%3Dconversations_top_pages
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/politics-government/election/article317463586.html?__vfz=medium%3Dconversations_top_pages
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/politics-government/election/article317463586.html?__vfz=medium%3Dconversations_top_pages
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/politics-government/election/article317463586.html?__vfz=medium%3Dconversations_top_pages
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/politics-government/election/article317463586.html?__vfz=medium%3Dconversations_top_pages
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/politics-government/election/article317463586.html?__vfz=medium%3Dconversations_top_pages
https://viafoura.com/?utm-source=customer-domain&utm-medium=widget-name&utm-campaign=page-URL


Newsletters

Puzzles & Games

Horoscopes

COPYRIGHT COMMENTING POLICY PRIVACY POLICY COOKIE PREFERENCES YOUR PRIVACY CHOICES TERMS OF SERVICE MOBILE SMS TERMS OF
SERVICE

https://www.miamiherald.com/newsletters#navlink=mi_footer
https://www.miamiherald.com/entertainment/games-puzzles#navlink=mi_footer
https://www.miamiherald.com/entertainment/horoscopes#navlink=mi_footer
https://www.miamiherald.com/site-services/copyright#navlinks=mi_footer
https://www.miamiherald.com/trust-transparency/article288136685.html/#navlink=mi_footer
https://www.mcclatchy.com/privacy-policy/#navlink=mi_footer
https://my.datasubject.com/16A0CuTCdGtXx3A1C/22280#navlink=mi_footer
https://mcclatchy.com/terms-of-service#navlink=mi_footer
https://www.miamiherald.com/customer-service/sms-terms#navlink=mi_footer

